For every tree is known by its own fruit
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12 (Lk 6,43-49)

For the tree to produce fruits of obedience to the Law of the Lord it must be planted in the Law. If you plant it in the thoughts of man, it will produce fruits of foolishness and impiety: “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in company with scoffers. Rather, the law of the LORD is his joy; and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted near streams of water, that yields its fruit in season; Its leaves never wither; whatever he does prospers. But not so are the wicked, not so! They are like chaff driven by the wind. Therefore the wicked will not arise at the judgment, nor will sinners in the assembly of the just. Because the LORD knows the way of the just, but the way of the wicked leads to ruin” (Ps 1,1-6). From the fruits that are produced, we know who is in the Word of God and who is chasing his own heart instead: “For the sake of profit many sin, and the struggle for wealth blinds the eyes. A stake will be driven between fitted stones — sin will be wedged in between buying and selling. Unless one holds fast to the fear of the Lord, with sudden swiftness will one’s house be thrown down. When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear; so do people’s faults when they speak. The furnace tests the potter’s vessels; the test of a person is in conversation. The fruit of a tree shows the care it has had; so speech discloses the bent of a person’s heart. Praise no one before he speaks, for it is then that people are tested.” (Sir 27,1-7). When one is in the Word, fruits of truth, justice, holiness are produced. We go out of the Word, we produce fruits of idolatry and of great, universal immorality. It is in the Word who obeys it.
At that time, Jesus said to his disciples: “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For people do not pick figs from thornbushes, nor do they gather grapes from brambles. A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks. “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but not do what I command? I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, listens to my words, and acts on them. That one is like a person building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when the flood came, the river burst against that house but could not shake it because it had been well built. But the one who listens and does not act is like a person who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, it collapsed at once and was completely destroyed.”
St. Paul teaches how to recognize who is planted in the Holy Spirit and who is planted in the flesh. The fruits are different: “For you were called for freedom, brothers. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another through love. For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you go on biting and devouring one another, beware that you are not consumed by one another. I say, then: live by the Spirit and you will certainly not gratify the desire of the flesh. For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you may not do what you want. But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, jealousy, outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness, dissensions, factions, occasions of envy, drinking bouts, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. Now those who belong to Christ [Jesus] have crucified their flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also follow the Spirit.t 26 Let us not be conceited, provoking one another, envious of one another.” (Gal 5,13-26). When fruits of moral, spiritual, theological, dogmatic falsity are produced, it is a sign that one is planted in the flesh. If, on the other hand, fruits of truth, justice, peace, conversion to the Word of the Gospel are produced, it is a sign that we are planted in the Spirit. No one shall hope to produce fruit according to the Spirit if they remain planted in the flesh.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make that every Christian is planted in the Holy Spirit.
